Cutaneous lupus erythematosus of the eyelid as a mimic of squamous epithelial malignancies: a clinicopathologic study of 9 cases.
To describe 9 cases of chronic cutaneous lupus of the eyelid, its potential similarities with squamous epithelial malignancies, and clinical and histopathologic features that assist in distinguishing lupus from epidermal neoplasia. The authors identified and reviewed 9 cases of cutaneous lupus involving the eyelid at their institutions since 1991. Published cases of cutaneous lupus involving the eyelid were identified using Ovid MEDLINE and PubMed and references within the articles. The average patient age at presentation was 52 years old (range 33-89) with a female-to-male ratio of 8:1. The right lower eyelid was the most commonly affected location, with 44% of the cases occurring at this site. Lesions had been present on average for 2.5 years prior to presentation (range 2-60 months). Lesions were clinically heterogeneous, ranging from macules to crusted shallow ulcers. In 44% of cases, the preoperative clinical diagnosis was that of either squamous cell carcinoma or basal cell carcinoma. The patients thought to have a skin malignancy were 10 years older at presentation, more likely to be male, and more likely to have ulcerative lesions with rapid onset when compared with the other lupus patients. A subset of patients with lupus (particularly discoid lupus) involving the eyelid have clinical features mimicking patients with squamous epithelial malignancy. In cases such as these, biopsies are critical for establishing the diagnosis and pursuing appropriate therapeutic approaches.